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MOAA Monthly Meeting  
-  

24 May 2022;  
11:30 AM-1:00 PM 

 “Military and Surviving Spouse 

Recognition” 
Mrs. Sheila B. Jones 

Middle TN Survivor Outreach  
Services Coordinator 

TN Military Department 

- 
Old Natchez Country Club 

115 Gardengate Drive 
 Franklin, TN 37069 

- 
Sheila Brigham Jones is a TN Survivor Out-
reach Services Coordinator for the Army 
National Guard Family Programs. A survi-
vor herself, with 14 years of Army Family 
Programs experience, she oversees the 
implementation of Survivor Outreach Ser-
vices to include peer support, bereave-
ment counseling, financial services, ob-
taining military records, consulting educa-
tional benefits and assisting with military 
benefits for Family Members in the Mid-
dle TN area who have lost a Service Mem-
ber because of their death. With the many 
individualized issues surrounding each 
service member and their death, having 
an advocate to liaison with the numerous 
entities and resources alleviate a huge 
burden and source of stress for families 
throughout the extent of their grieving 
process and beyond.    
  

In addition to her commitment to ensur-
ing Surviving Families remain connected 
and valued as members of the Army Fami-
ly, she facilitates Grief Share Recovery 
Support Groups and seminars where she 
provides support and resources at no cost 
to participants. Shelia has facilitated over 
235 training and development sessions 
serving over 12,300 United States Army 
Reserve Soldiers, Volunteers and their 
Families. 
  

Shelia has received certifications as a Mas-
ter Resiliency Instructor, Army Community 
Service Instructor, Briefer, Facilitator, and 
Army Family Team Building Master Train-
er. As the Spouse of a Veteran, she knows 
first-hand the sacrifices and commitment 
Military Families and Service Members 
make. As a Survivor Spouse, she refers to 
what she does as her "occupational call-
ing” rather than a job. As a Woman who 
has experienced grief in a raw, real, and 
personal way, she dedicates her personal 
life and professional career to serving in 
this way.  Shelia holds a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration from Austin Peay Uni-
versity. 
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President’s Letter 
 

 Thank you to all the members who attended 

our April meeting. We concluded our exami-

nation of non-healthcare benefits provided by 

the Veterans Administration, which began in 

March with education on the role of  Veter-

ans Services Officers and eligibility for disabil-

ity compensation. This month’s briefing ex-

panded the topic to include an overview of 

vocational rehabilitation, behavioral health 

resources and housing assistance. It is our 

hope that the information conveyed during 

these past two months will be beneficial to 

our membership, their families and other 

veterans in the community. 

May is a month brimming with opportunities 

to remember the service and sacrifice of mili-

tary members and their spouses. The entire 

month is recognized as Military Appreciation 

Month, which was first established in 1999. 

The first Friday before Mother’s Day is desig-

nated as Military Spouse Appreciation Day, as 

proclaimed by President Ronald Reagan in 

1984. Our chapter will recognize both military 

and surviving spouses at our May meeting 

following the presentation by Mrs. Shelia 

Jones, a military spouse and surviving spouse 

liaison.  Please invite your spouses to join us 

for this special luncheon on May 24, 2022.    

Armed Forces Day is on May 21, 2022, and 

was originally created on August 31, 1949, to 

replace separate observation days for the 

military services and signify the consolidation 

of the various branches under the Depart-

ment of Defense. Finally, Memorial Day, for-

merly known as Decoration Day, is May 30, 

2022, and provides a solemn opportunity for 

our Nation to remember and pay tribute to 

the brave men and women who have died in 

our wars and conflicts. 

Our chapter will hold its annual observance 

on Saturday, May 28, 2022, at the Middle 

Tennessee State Veterans Cemetery. The 

event will start at 10:30AM and last for ap-

proximately 30 minutes.  If you would like to 

volunteer for the honor of placing your armed 

service’s wreath into position during the cere-

mony, please contact 1LT Colleen Vetere be-

fore May 23, 2022.  

This is shaping up to be a great year for our 

chapter with increased opportunities to en-

gage in community outreach activities and 

wonderful events honoring veterans. Please 

review the calendar of events for more details 

and be looking for announcements on the 

website. 

Chapter Contact  Information 
 

Mailing Address: 
 

     Middle TN Chapter, MOAA 
     P. O. Box 50252 
     Nashville, TN 37205-0252     
 

Website: 

https://www.mtcmoaa.org 
 

Contact Phone: (615) 415-6816 
 

Contact Email:  info@mtcmoaa.org 

Veterans Outreach Opportunities 
 

Please make note of the upcoming 

events on the calendar of events 

shown on the second page. 
 

In addition to what is shown there, 

the “Mission Continues” Nashville 

Platoon is completing a service 

project at the American Legion Post 

82 every Saturday and can always use 

your assistance. 
 

We have also received notification 

from MOAA National that our three 

Community Grant applications for 

projects at OSDTN, Matthew 25, and 

the Middle TN Chapter of the Alzhei-

mer's Association have been ap-

proved for 2022.  
 

So stay tuned for more information as 

we work with these organizations to 

define the next steps for events that 

will support their programs. 



MIDDLE TENNESSEE CHAPTER 
Military Officers Association of America 
P. O. Box 50252 
Nashville, TN 37205-0252 

Legislative Update 
  
This is the time of year when the National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) for the coming year takes shape so that it can be enacted be-
fore the end of FY2022 in September.  A whole lot goes into the NDAA, 
and MOAA has been advocating for a 4.9% raise in uniformed pay.  That 
seemed quite ambitious until the inflation report came out at 8.3% a 
few weeks ago – so that 4.9% is actually a net loss.  There are a lot of 
competing priorities and the pressure of planning deadlines.  Beyond 
those pressures, this is also an election year for Congress with accom-
panying campaigns to wage and demands on their time.  
 

The primary elections are open for early voting as I write for the May 
issue, but the election itself is held right at the start of the month.  With 
all the redistricting that always follows the US Census and surely a 
change of districts for some of us, we quickly hear about the candidates 
who are nominated for us in anticipation of November elections.  As 
they get their campaign strategies together, this is the opportune time 
to write to them and talk with them if you have an opportunity.  
 

Congress generally takes vacation time in August, but when they recon-
vene, there is a lot of time pressure to get things done before 30 Sep-
tember when FY2022 ends.  There are only 11 days in that period when 
both houses will be in session.  Continuing resolutions will probably 
follow until the NDAA, and other budget matters are passed.  That peri-
od may not be the best time to communicate with those busy legisla-
tors and their staffers, so NOW is very opportune.  Take time to speak 
up after having thought through what you value and composed effec-
tive ways to say it.  
 

Are you playing in the Message Machine?  Do your Washington folks 
and candidates know what matters to you?  Here is a wonderful quote 
in the current Military Officer magazine (p. 28) that comes from Senator 
Jon Tester of Montana: “If you’re unhappy with what we’re doing, 
make sure you’re cranking up the message machine out there.  Because 
this isn’t going to happen unless veterans are talking.”  Whatever your 
favorite “this” is, now is the time to say it. 
 

On April 19,  Gov. Lee signed into law a bill that will ensure Tennessee 

veteran spouses and families can rightfully obtain federal survivor ben-

efits they may qualify for when COVID, or another pandemic, is a con-

tributary cause in the veteran’s death. The bill, as proposed by the vet-

eran organization “Tennessee Veterans” (TNVET), was a collaborative 

between TNVET, TN legislators and the TN Medical Association. The bill 

(HB2220/SB2306) passed by unanimous vote in the state legislature. 

 
                                                   Ted Edwards, CDR USN (Ret.) 
                                                      Legislative Affairs Liaison 
 

Upcoming Programs & Events 
 

15 May 2022; 12:00 PM -? 

“ Walk in the Woods” 
Fundraiser for Homeless Veterans 

Matthew 25  
Edwin Warner Park Shelter 4 and 5 
50 Vaughn Rd, Nashville TN 37221  

- 
24 May 2022; 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
MTC Monthly Luncheon Meeting 

“Military and Surviving Spouse Recognition” 
Mrs. Sheila B. Jones 

Middle TN Survivor Outreach Services Coordinator 
TN Military Department 

Old Natchez Country Club 
115 Gardengate Drive, Franklin, TN 37069 

- 

28 May 2022; 10:30 AM 
“MTC Memorial Day Remembrance” 

TN State Veterans Cemetery 
McCrory Lane 

- 

2 June 2022; 7- 8:00 AM 
“MTC Monthly Board Meeting”  

ZOOM Meeting 
- 

11 June 2022; 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM   
“Women Veterans Day Celebration”  

Women Veterans of America, Chapter 20 
(comwvac20@gmail.com) 

    Andrew Jackson VFW 
1907 Lebanon Pike, Nashville TN 37210 

- 

28 June 2022; 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
(please note location change) 

MTC Monthly Luncheon Meeting 
“Military Women Recognition” 
Major Charlynda Scales, USAFR 

Entrepreneur 
(Our speaker will join us via Zoom) 

Operation Stand Down TN 
1125 12th Ave S, Nashville, TN 37203 

- 

7 July 2022; 7- 8:00 AM 
“MTC Monthly Board Meeting”  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Happy Birthday NOAA  
 22 May 1917 

mailto:comwvac20@gmail.com

